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WHO WE ARE

Product Lifecycle Arc



• Held 72,000+ collections events nationwide

• Resulting in the collection of 38,934,474 chemical containers

• Equating to 43,066 tons of material diverted from landfill

• At 833 collection sites nationwide

Data: March 2022

Since the program began in 1999 drumMUSTER has:



• Funds are held in trust by AgStewardship Australia;
members:

• CropLife Australia
• National Farmers Federation
• Animal Medicines Australia
• Veterinary Medicines Distributors Association

• Industry led – manufacturers voluntarily sign up to the 
drumMUSTER Levy (120+ companies)

• Industry is taking responsibility across the whole life cycle

drumMUST Funding





Data as at February 2020

20+ years of operating a mature container management program

• 2 million containers collected annually
• 820+ collection sites
• 1500+ trained inspectors
• 111 community groups involved in collections
• 358 councils enabling collections

• ChemClear 700,000 litres collected



Local Councils

• 355 rural and regional councils involved in collections
• Council involvement is a key factor in the success of 

drumMUSTER
• Incentivised collections – paid a piece rate for 

collections
• Collaboration with local community (fundraising)



Inspector
Training
1,500+ drumMUSTER Inspectors have 
been trained in the past three years and 
maintain their accreditation

Local Councils

<< Photo: Inspectors are trained in the safe handling of drums



Containers contaminated by chemicals are not 
able to be recycled

This is essential to ensure that people, processing, 
transporting or recycling the containers during 
downstream processing of the product are not 
exposed to injury by exposure to chemicals. 

It is also important to ensure no breach of the 
regulations covering the transport of Dangerous 
Goods or Hazardous waste occurs. 

Safety Standards



Triple Rinsing

Inspector Training Manual:
Chemical and dirt 
staining on the container 
is NOT a reason for 
rejection. If the staining is 
embedded in the 
plastic/surface and does 
not come off using a 
gloved wipe of the thumb, 
and there is no residue 
present, the container 
may be accepted. 



National and State Statistics
https://www.drummuster.org.au

https://www.drummuster.org.au/


Locating Collection Sites



Container 
Processing
24approved processors across Australia 
remove the collected material and 
process (shred and granulate)
- the need for a mature market for their 
recycled products in Australia 

Processors

<< Photo: drums are processed on-site



ChemClear Operations

<< Photo: Chemicals are checked by an on-site chemist

Obsolete chemical 
collections
• Group 1 - Free service for 

drumMUSTER eligible products
• Group 2 – Other chemicals which 

have not had the levy collected (cost 
to farmer)

• Pre-registration – via a website



drumMUSTER

Dominique Doyle
General Manager, Agsafe Limited
dominique.doyle@Agsafe.org.au

www.agsafe.org.au
www.drumMUSTER.org.au
www.chemclear.org.au

Thank
you

mailto:dominique.doyle@Agsafe.org.au
http://www.agsafe.org.au/
http://www.drummuster.org.au/
http://www.chemclear.org.au/
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Product Stewardship and Local 
Government – it’s complicated…. 



Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners
WALGA’s work regularly takes us 
across the State and as such we would 
like to acknowledge the many 
traditional owners of the land on which 
we work throughout Western Australia. 

We pay our respects to their Elders, 
past and present. 

Pictured right: Artwork by Jade Dolman, a young Whadjuk/Ballardong
Nyoongar, Eastern Arrernte, Irish woman from Perth.



Potential for Product Stewardship 

• Product Stewardship has great potential for Local Government  
• Producers taking physical of financial responsibility for their products at end of life 
• Embedding all the costs of end of life in purchase price of products to guide purchasing 
• Reducing costs to Local Government and the community 
• Increasing resource recovery 
• Providing a strategic and logistically sound approach to collection of material 
• Ensuring that all areas are serviced equally 
• Driving design for recovery and ultimately a circular economy approach. 



Relationship Status  

• Local Government relationship with Product Stewardship is…complicated 
• Not all Product Stewardship Schemes are created equal – voluntary, voluntary 

(accredited), co-regulatory (Federal), co-regulatory (State), co-regulatory (all jurisdictions 
with minored legislation), mandatory

• Local Government bears direct responsibility, and is on the front line, when a Scheme 
stumbles, tumbles or falls 

• Local Government is one of the few organisations who have direct relationships with 
most Product Stewardship Schemes

• Local Governments relationship with Product Stewards varies between the Schemes –
depending on the Scheme design, operation and relevance to the sector. 



Product Stewardship Principles

• WALGA developed these Principles to assist Local Government to provide 
input into, and judge, Product Stewardship Schemes.   

• These are grouped under the headings of:
• Responsibility 
• Access 
• Scheme Design 



Product Stewardship Principles

Responsibility 

1. Producers and importers should take responsibility for the end of life product impacts

2. Product Stewardship Scheme should cover the entire cost of product recycling



Product Stewardship Principles

Access 

3. Leverage Existing Schemes and Collection Locations

4. Make it easy, convenient and consistent for the community

5. National coverage and equitable access for all



Product Stewardship Principles

Scheme Design

6. Evidence based

7. National Product Stewardship legislation should be used

8. Timely action and industry cooperation

9. Product Stewardship Schemes should be demand based and aim to recover the 
maximum amount of material possible, rather than being limited by targets

10. Product Stewardship Schemes should focus on ‘no cost’ at end of life options for 
consumers or provide incentives for recovery 



Questions & Answers



Contact us
Website www.stewardshipexcellence.com.au

Email info@stewardshipexcellence.com.au

Social Media

@stewardshipAU

https://www.linkedin.com/company/product-stewardship-
centre-of-excellence

https://www.linkedin.com/company/product-stewardship-centre-of-excellence
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